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INTRODUCTION 
Theodore Roosevelt is known as one of the most exciting, 
unpredictable and daring Presidents in United States history. This 
statement applies well to his policy toward the Negro. Often-times, 
the Negro and Southern white population felt resentment as well as 
pride in this unpredictable figure. From 1901 to 1908, Roosevelt 
served as President of both opposing factions. In order to under¬ 
stand this manipulation of both of these factions, it is necessary 
to study Theodore Roosevelt's Negro policy and the attitude of 
Southern whites toward his policies. 
Since the news editorials reflected the voice of the white 
community of Alabama during Roosevelt's administration, one can gain 
an adequate idea of its attitude towards Theodore Roosevelt and the 
Negro. 
A detailed comprehension of Roosevelt's Negro policy and the 
attitude of the white community toward this policy required combing 
through Roosevelt's personal letters; investigating in full incidents 
relating to the formulation of his policy; and a thorough examination 
of the Birmingham News from 1901 to 1908. 
After this study, it may be concluded that Roosevelt's 
policy was shaped basically by Southern reaction towards his exploits 
in the Negro community. It can also be concluded that Alabama 
resented a favorable Negro policy by Theodore Roosevelt. 
1 
CHAPTER I 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S ASCENSION TO THE PRESIDENCY 
Theodore Roosevelt was not unaware of the Negro before he 
entered the White House; thus, he began formulating his policy toward 
the Negro at the beginning of his public life. His first act in 
a Republican National Convention was to support the nomination of 
a Negro, ex-Congressman John R. Lynch of Mississippi, as temporary 
Chairman of the Convention of l88iu^- As Governor of New York and 
also as Civil Service Commissioner in the administration of Grover 
Cleveland, he was in contact with various Negroes of diverse talents 
and abilities. 
Roosevelt's general feeling toward the Negro race was 
expressed on numerous occasions. "As a race and in the mass," he 
wrote his good friend Owen Wister, "negroes are altogether inferior 
to the whites."2 But he expounded on the superiority of the 
German and Southern white race and proudly asserted that "I am 
partly descended from the Germans and descended from the southerners 
and I believe that both the stocks are among the best that there 
1Edward Wagenknecht, The Seven Worlds of Theodore Roosevelt 
(New York : Longmans Green and Co., 1958), p.231; william H. Harbaugh, 
The Life and Times of Theodore Roosevelt, Collier Books (New York: 
Crowell-Collier Publishing Co., 1963), p.UE>. 
2Roosevelt to Owen Wister, April 27, 1906, Elting E. Morison 
and John M. Blum (eds.), The Letters of Theodore Roosevelt (8 vols., 
Cambridge : Harvard University Press, 195l-£U)> V,226-27• Hereafter 
cited as Letters. 
2 
3 
are.He believed that "the relations between the races must be 
adjusted so that the backward race be trained"^ a process that 
would require "the utmost patience."? Roosevelt made it clear, 
however, that the "lazy and shiftless negro is more of a danger to 
his race than the aggressive acts of white men."® 
Although Roosevelt had no hesitation in maintaining that 
not all groups were equally endowed with the "prerequisite for social 
efficiency,"? he felt that with careful training they might improve 
their lot."® However, he believed that the superior race should 
maintain its high form of civilization by keeping the race pure. 
Roosevelt stated that the "admirable American stock in the slave 
states had deteriorated during the half century prior to the Civil 
War.This deterioration was caused by men who advocated "'forcing 
negro slavery on as much of mankind as they could reach." ^ He 
3Roosevelt to Landon Warner, July 2, 1915, ibid., VIII, 9U3* 
^A. B. Hart (ed.), The Works of Theodore Roosevelt (20 vols., 




John M. Blum, "The Years of Decision," Theodore Roosevelt: 
A irofile, ed. by Morton Keller (New York: Hill and Wang, 1967), 
pp.6-7. 
®Ibid. 




stated emphatically that "race purity must be maintained." While 
believing that the Negro was inferior, he felt he could be helped by 
the superior whites if it did not bring about the deteioration of the 
white race.-1-1 
Roosevelt's first direct contact with the race issue occurred 
when he served in the second administration of Grover Cleveland, who 
was dedicated to administering reform. While serving as Civil Ser¬ 
vice Commissioner and being a man of high integrity, he insisted that 
all applicants should be treated according to their degree of fitness 
on the established scale of merit, disregarding race, creed, color or 
12 
political alignment. Thus Roosevelt felt that if a Negro could 
pass the Civil Service Examination, he deserved the position. 
Roosevelt's second contact with the Negro was during the 
Spanish-American War. At the Battle of San Juan Hill, he and his 
"Rough Riders" were saved by the Ninth and Tenth Cavalries, two Negro 
regiments, who were on duty along with him in Cuba.1^ However, 
Roosevelt gave these Negro soldiers faint praise. He believed they 
were insignificant beings put on earth as auxiliaries to his higher 
mission.1^4 Although the troops had done well, he stated that they 
"lacked fighting spirit" and he "blamed it on their birth.I'1-’ 
^Hart, XVI, 3h9; Harbaugh, Life and Times, p.128. 
^Kelly Miller, Race Adjustment: Essays on the Negro in America 
(New York : The Neale Publishing Co., 1910), pp.280-82. 
13lbid., p.283. 
ll4Ibid. 
^Roosevelt to Robert J. Fleming, May 21, 1900, Morison, 
Letters, VII, 1306. 
5 
Negroes were shocked by these opinions and interpreted them as an 
insulting endorsement of his beliefs in Negro inferiority. 
As Governor of New York, Roosevelt's objective was to keep 
the Negro population pacified; he appointed one or two Negro men to 
unimportant positions in the government; he entertained a Negro 
artist at the gubernatorial mansion; and delivered a dedicatory ad¬ 
dress at the unveiling of the Frederick Douglass monument at 
Rochester."^ He preserved the general attitude of his party toward 
its black allies without any notable departure either to their bene¬ 
fit or disadvantage. 
Being a man of high integrity and believing that the white 
race was superior, Roosevelt started his career in politics without 
taking a definite stand for or against the Negro. However, 
Roosevelt's career took a drastic turn. On September 6, 1901, in 
the Temple of Music in Buffalo, New York, President .William McKinley 
was shot twice by Leon Czolgosz, an anarchist. He died in Buffalo 
on September 1U, 1901.^ Roosevelt was immediately sworn in as 
President of the United States. He was now in a position to carry 
out an effective program to aid or hinder Negroes. 
Many of Roosevelt's Republican party members were quite 
upset over the emergence of a progressive-radical to the White House. 
Not knowing exactly what he would do on the problems of big business 
l^Miller, op.cit., pp.283-81;. 
Henry F. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt: A Biography (New 
York: Blue Ribbon, Inc., 1931), p.321. 
6 
and corruption in government, men such as Mark Hanna (Chairman of 
the Republican National Committee) made statements to the effect that 
-J O 
a "damn cowboy" had emerged as leader of the country. To calm 
their fears, Roosevelt upon taking the oath of office stated, "I at 
once announced that I would continue unchanged McKinley's policies 
for the honor and prosperity of the country, and I asked all the 
members of the cabinet to stay."^ This statement aided in quieting 
the fears of the party members as well as Southerners. Southerners 
interpreted Roosevelt's statement to mean that like McKinley, he would 
not interfere with the race problem in the South, but would let 
Southerners take care of Southern problems. 
The above fact is confirmed by many Alabama editorials made 
on Roosevelt's ascension to the Presidency. "President Roosevelt is 
regarded as a man with a strong clear head, or proven patriotism..." 
asserted the Birmingham News, "and the prospect of his accession to 
the executive power has therefore, awakened no fears of the future.... 
The editorial further asserted that "the country is fortunate in having 
such a man ready to take the helm."21 The Montgomery Advertiser 
praised the President for saying that he was "going to be President 
of the United States and not of any one section."22 "All of which," 
l8Ibid., p.239. 
19Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography (New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 192U), pp.3Û9-50. 
2QBirmingham News, September 13, 1901. 
2llbid. 
22Editorial, Montgomery Advertiser, quoted in Birmingham News, 
September 25, 1901. 
7 
the editorial continued, "is in line with the President's pledge to 
carry out McKinley's policy without variance.The Mobile 
Register declared, "under the sane and balanced administration of 
Theodore Roosevelt the traditions of intelligent, patriotic and 
progressive Republicanism will be rigidly followed."^ From these 
editorials one would gather that the South felt that Theodore Roosevelt 
would not disturb its traditions. 
A small town newspaper, the Heflin New Era, carried a listing 
of Roosevelt's ancestors linking him with the South, thus making him 
a Southerner by birth.^5 The Huntsville Times stated that "Colonel 
Roosevelt is somewhat blunt in speech and notably prompt in action, 
but his record may be searched in vain for any word that is unworthy 
pZ 
of the high public position he will hold." The Birmingham News 
summed up how Southerners felt toward the new President: "So far as 
we have observed, the southern press speaks in high and hopeful terms 
of the new President. Because of his valor which no Southerner can 
resist aid his remarks favorable to the south, he has become a southern 
friend." ' Furthermore, stated the Birmingham Hews, "It is reasonable 
23lbid. 
2ÜMobile Register,quoted in Birmingham News, September 1Ô, 
1901. 
25Heflin New Era, quoted in Birmingham News, September 17, 
1901. 
^Huntsville Times, quoted in Birmingham News, September 13, 
1901. 
^Birmingham News, September 2k, 1901. 
8 
to expect that the new executive will seek an endorsement of his ad¬ 
ministration by nomination and election to the Presidency in 190li, 
and this will furnish another incentive for him to act with conserva- 
28 
tism and circumspection.” 
Thus the South saw Roosevelt as a man of high integrity and 
a true born Southerner who would respect Southern traditions, especial¬ 
ly the tradition of Negro inferiority. 
•^Ibid., September 19, 1901. 
CHAPTER II 
ROOSEVELT'S FIGHT WITH THE "LILY-WHITES" 
Encouraged by his constituency and his party's reaction to 
his elevation to the Presidency, Roosevelt set out to be nominated 
and elected in 190lu However, Roosevelt was in for a struggle. 
His main rival was Senator Marcus Alonzo Hanna, the man who had 
previously made McKiinley president, and who ruled the Republican 
party with an iron handA In order to wrestle power from Hanna, 
Roosevelt had to control the National Convention. Hanna's power 
was concentrated in the South which supplied him with votes. He 
accomplished this feat by building up the power of the so-called "lily- 
whites" and the mixed delegations in the South which controlled patron¬ 
age in that section.2 Roosevelt felt in order to gain political 
power in the South, he had to control the lily-whites. He knew 
that the Negro question was a problem that could determine the vote 
of Southern Republican delegations.3 If an anti-Negro policy could 
secure the vote of a delegation, he would use itj and on the opposite 
^•John Morton Blum, Hie Republican Roosevelt (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 195k), pp.38-US"^ 
^George E. Mowry, The Era of Theodore Roosevelt: 1900-1912 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 195>8), pp. 165-66. 
^Theodore Roosevelt to Booker T. Washington, June 8, 1%U, 
Morison, Letters, IV, 825>. 
9 
10 
side, if a pro-Negro program meant the control of a delegation, this 
was the policy to follow.h 
Roosevelt secured the support of two men to steer him in 
the direction that would be favorable for his nomination in 1901: — 
James S. Clarkson, former surveyor of the Port of New fork, an expert 
on the spoils system; and Henry C. Payne, the Postmaster General.-’ 
Clarkson and Payne advised Roosevelt to oppose the lily- 
whites and follow a pro-Negro policy.6 Roosevelt agreed and encouraged 
Clarkson to carry through his plan of undermining the position of the 
Hanna lily-whites. Roosevelt claimed that he opposed a segregated 
party in the South, and was determined that his policy toward Negroes 
would be that of having an integrated Republican party in the South.7 
Little did he realize that his proposed actions would shake the 
foundations of the ''Compromise of 1877." His policy would be every¬ 
thing but acting with Southern conservatism and circumspection. 
Clarkson and Payne tackled their mission by recruiting the 
preeminent Negro leader of his generation, Booker T. Washington, the 
founder of Tuskegee Institute. Washington had a wide acquaintance 
O 
in the South with both whites and Negroes. At Washington's 
klbid. 
^Samuel R. Spencer, Jr., Booker T. Washington and the Negro's 
Place in American Life (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1955), pp.136-37. 
6Ibid. 
"^Theodore Roosevelt to James S. Clarkson, September 29, 1902, 
Morison, Letters, III, pp.332-33» 
®Mowry, op.cit., p.166. 
11 
request, Clarkson warned the Fresident that unless he went on record 
o 
against the lily-whites, he would rapidly lose Negro support.' Act¬ 
ing on this advice, Roosevelt called a group of Negro leaders to the 
White House to reassure them and, shortly afterwards, wrote Washington 
that he wanted to talk over the question of possible appointments in 
the South. Within a month Washington went twice for conferences 
with Roosevelt.-*-0 On his first trip, Washington, distrustful of 
Southern Populists who had exploited racial prejudice, encouraged 
Roosevelt to appoint both conservative Democrats and Negro Repub¬ 
licans .^"*- 
On his second trip, Roosevelt wanted to discuss with 
Washington the appointment of ex-Governor Thomas Goode Jones, of 
Alabama, as a United States District Judge in the state. Roosevelt, 
however, was very reluctant to appoint a Democrat who had once sup- 
12 
ported William Jennings Bryan for president. Mrs. Francis E. 
Leupp, who was close to the President, arranged, upon Washington's 
suggestion, that he should make this visit without meeting any 
reporters. Unfortunately for Roosevelt, Washington's name was 
inscribed upon the guest list to dine with him the evening of October 
16, 1901. This record was open to the inspection of newspaper repre¬ 
sentatives.1"^ Most Southern newspapers proclaimed in disgust that 
^Spencer, op.cit., pp.137-38. 
IQIbid., pp.l32-3U. 
^-Blum, The Republican Roosevelt, pp.38-U5* 
12Pringle, op.cit., pp.2l;8-U9. 
13]fl/illiam Draper Lewis, The Life of Theodore Roosevelt (Phila¬ 
delphia: Winston Co., 1919), pp.195-96. 
12 
the President had dined with a "nigger." Roosevelt claimed that 
he and Washington were discussing political appointments in the 
South and his hospitality was impulsive; that it was late and he only 
asked Mr. Washington to dine with him out of courtesy.^ Roosevelt 
further stated that 
In my judgment no good whatever comes of any attempt to 
explain...any course of conduct...any statement from me 
that it was a mistake would also be misunderstood; any such 
statement would aggravate the original mistake — especially 
as, mind you, it was only a mistake because I assumed that 
the Southern whites were much further advanced intellectually 
and morally than was actually the case and because I made a 
similar assumption about the Southern blacks.^5 
Concerning the Jones appointment, Roosevelt also stated 
that "Judge Jones was not appointed strictly on Booker T. Washington's 
recommendation, although I consulted him." Washington, he continued, 
"called to see me about the Judge; and I went into this branch of the 
matter with him and he spoke most highly of Judge Jones. 
Most of the South was indignant over Washington's dinner and 
Judge Jones's appointment. However, the Birmingham News and its 
editorial excerpts only mention the Washington's dinner once. This 
editorial expressed the idea that "it was shrewdly suspected by many 
politicians that Roosevelt invited Booker Washington to dinner to 
curry favor with the negroes of the country...it is not apparent how 
they are going to repay him for his recognition of social equality. 
Ihibid., p.196. 
l^Roosevelt to Charles Washburn, November 20, 1915, Morison, 
Letters, VIII, 981-82. 
I6ibid. 
-^Birmingham News, September 18, 1902. 
13 
For reasons unknown, the editorials of the Birmingham News failed 
to pursue the question. However, the paper emphasized the appointment 
of Judge Jones. "The news that President Roosevelt had selected 
former Governor Thomas Jones to fill the vacancy in the Federal District 
Judgeship," an editorial stated, "was received with intense satisfac- 
*1 Q 
tion throughout Alabama."J'u Similarly, the Mobile Register remarked 
that "the President is to be congratulated upon the selection he has 
just made. By this single act he confirms the excellent opinion 
which the Southern people have all along entertained concerning him 
and earns anew their confidence and esteem."^ The Montgomery 
Advertiser declared that "Roosevelt's new policy toward the South... 
manifests a conciliatory spirit towards this part of the union by 
discouraging Northern Republicans who would punish the South by deny¬ 
ing it federal appointments."20 The Tuskegee News gave the idea that 
Washington was tricked into giving his opinion on the judge's appoint¬ 
ment. "He asked Washington whom he should appoint, and the hegro 
professor declined to nominate anyone, as he is not a politician and 
21 had never sought office for his friends." It further suggested 
that Roosevelt "led Washington to talk about Jones. When Washington 
22 had finished, Roosevelt decided he would appoint him." Seemingly, 
Heflin News Fra, quoted in Birmingham News, October 7, 1901. 
l^Mobile Register, quoted in Birmingham News, October 8, 1901. 
^^Montgomery Advertiser, quoted in Birmingham News, October 
9, 1901. 
21 Tuskegee News, quoted in Birmingham News, October 9> 1901. 
22lbid 
Alabama was so pleased with the Jones appointment that the Washington 
and Roosevelt dinner played an insignificant role. As far as Alabama 
was concerned, Roosevelt was still a Southern son in good standing 
with the South. Roosevelt, however, was still on shaky ground. He 
continued his friendship with Washington and said that there was not 
"a white man of the South who is as good a man as Booker T. Washington 
today.Nevertheless, he never made the mistake again of enter¬ 
taining him in the White House. 
Roosevelt also explained his Negro policy to Washington. 
His policy would be that of not appointing a large number of Negro 
people to office in any part of the South. But, wherever he did ap¬ 
point a Negro man to office in the South, he wanted him to be a person 
of complete ability, good character and who had the confidence of his 
white and Negro neighbors.He added that while he proposed to ap¬ 
point fewer Negro men to office in the South, he did propose to put 
a certain number of Negro men of high character and ability in office 
in the Northern states.25 Roosevelt had now completed his plan for 
his pro-Negro policy and his program to control the lily-whites. 
In mid-1902, Roosevelt was involved in deep conflict with 
the Hanna lily-whites who had rushed to remove the odor of "Black 
^Roosevelt to Owen Wister, April 27, 1906, Morison, Letters, 
V, 227; Emma L. Thornbrough, "Washington as Seen by his White Contem¬ 
poraries," Journal of Negro History, LIII (April, 1968), 162. 
2^Basil Mathews, Booker T. Washington: Educator and Inter¬ 
racial Interpreter (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 19i|Ü), p.23lw 
25lbid 
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Republicanism" from their party in the South.2^ They proceeded to 
eliminate Negroes from state delegations and held conventions in 
hotels that would not cater to Negroes.27 Roosevelt was completely 
out of sympathy with the mood of the lily-whites, and tried to block 
them by making it known that Washington was his chief adviser on 
Republican patronage in that section.2^ By appointing Judge Thomas 
R. Roulhac, a Gold-Democrat who voted for McKinley in 1896 as United 
States District Attorney in the Birmingham district instead of a 
lily-white Republican, Roosevelt attempted to use appointments as a 
means to force the Negro back into the Republican party.*^ Alabamians 
could not stomach Roosevelt's association with Washington and his arm 
twisting tactics. 
"Roosevelt does not seem to realize," said the Birmingham 
News, "that the only way a respectable Republican party can exist in 
the South is through the elimination of the Negro." The editorial 
continued, "He is a dictatorial man with firm convictions and does 
not appear to realize that he cannot force them on the Southern 
people."^ The Clayton Record commented, "If the solid South needed 
2^W. P. Andrews, "The Negro in Politics," Journal of Negro 
History, V (October, 1920), U33-3U. 
27lbid. 
28Albert Burton Moore, History of Alabama (Tuscaloosa: 
University Supply Store, 1935)» pp.856-57. 
2^Ibid.; Seth M. Scheiner, "Theodore Roosevelt and the Negro: 
1901-08," Journal of Negro History, XLVII (January, 1962), 173. 
30Birmingham News, October 8, 1902. 
16 
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any solidification, Mr. Roosevelt has hardened the soft spots.11 
The Montgomery Journal advised whites to forget about Roosevelt and 
the Republican party in the South as "the bulk of the white Republicans 
of the South are at heart in sympathy with the principles of the 
Democratic party. 
As the election of 190U approached, Roosevelt was worried about 
Southern reaction to his pre-Negro policy, since he had replaced al¬ 
most two thirds of the federal officeholders in some of the Southern 
states with his own "black and tan" Republicans.^3 Feeling the 
pulse of Southern reactionaries, Roosevelt decided to yield to the 
lily-whites in some Southern states in order to gain their votes in 
the Convention, notably Alabama and Louisiana. In a letter to 
Washington, Roosevelt tried to explain his surrender to the lily- 
whites. "The safety for the colored man in Louisiana," he wrote, "is 
to have a white man's party which shall be responsible and honest...."3^ 
The Birmingham News verified that this statement applied to Alabama 
as well. "The elimination of the negro from the Republican party," 
IP 
the Montgomery Journal observed, "was approved by the President." 
To the Florence Times, "The program of getting rid of the negro was 
not a suddenly sprung one, but was deliberately planned and carried 
^Clayton Record, quoted in Birmingham News, November 15, 1902. 
^Montgomery Journal, quoted in Birmingham News, September 16, 
1902. 
33Mowry, op.cit., p.166. 
3^Roosevelt to Booker T. Washington, June 8, 1901;, Morison, 
Letters, IV, 825. 
35Montgomery Journal, quoted in Birmingham News, September 18, 
1902. 
17 
out. Of course, Mr. Roosevelt knew what was contemplated and 
approved it; if he hadn't it would have been approved. 
When Southern reaction began to subside, Roosevelt alienated 
the Southerners again by his handling of two incidents. Dr. William 
D. Crum, a Negro, was selected to fill the Collectorship of the Port 
of Charleston, South Carolina. Southerners considered it a disgrace 
for a Negro to serve in such a high official post in the "Cradle of 
the Confederacy." Despite the sentiment against the Negro physician, 
the President refused to withdraw his appointment. 1 While the Crum 
appointment was in the public eye, another incident occurred that 
added fuel to the controversy over Roosevelt and the Negro. The 
town of Indianola, Mississippi, forced a Negro postmistress, Mrs. 
Minnie Cox, to resign her position. Roosevelt demanded that Mrs. 
Cox be returned to office, however, the town refused to accept the 
Negro lady.38 Meetings were held in Indianola and threatening 
messages were issued. Roosevelt responded by closing the post 
office.39 Speaking of the Crum and Cox incidents, the Birmingham 
News thundered, "Truly Mr. Roosevelt has blundered. By these two 
acts he has shown his contempt for the people of the South...has 
36piorence Times, quoted in Birmingham News, September Id, 1902. 
3ÎMowry, op.cit., p.165; Willard B. Gatewood, "William D. Crum, 
A Negro in Politics," Journal of Negro History, LIII (October, 1968), 
283-300. 
3®Nation, LXXVI (January 8, 1903), 31; Willard B. Gatewood, 
"Theodore Roosevelt and the Indianola Affair," Journal of Negro 
History, LIII (January, 19b8), 58-60. 
39ibid 
18 
laid bare the small regard he and his whole party have for Southern 
Cox incidents placed him in an unfavorable light with Southerners, 
especially Alabamians. The Tuskegee News stated, "Seldom in the 
history of American politics has an executive lost popularity at a 
rate so rapidly...his lack of tact, his thunderous profession and 
his sibilant performances alienated affection and expelled admira¬ 
tion."^ The Huntsville Mercury believed that "Mr. Hanna should be 
the next nominee for President. If Mr. Roosevelt is nominated it 
will be because the Democratic party has not yet recovered from the 
ox U3 
disastrous campaign of 1896 and 1900." The Abbeville News attacked 
Roosevelt by saying "If the Republican administration should go out 
next time, it is warned to put in its last few months cleaning house, 
if it hopes to get another show four years hence."The Republican 
party," observed the Gadsden Journal, "will doubtless nominate Roosevelt 
as an escape from the humiliation of acknowledging that they made a 
serious mistake in putting him where he might become President."^ 
tradition." The Clayton Record proclaimed emphatically that 
"Roosevelt should stay out of Southern business."^ 
Roosevelt's battles with the lily-whites, and the Crum and 
H-'-CIayton Record, quoted in Birmingham News, December 20, 1902. 
^Tuskegee News, quoted in Birmingham Mews, December 5, 1902. 
^Huntsville Mercury, quoted in Birmingham News, December 23, 
1903. 
1903. 
kUAbbeville News, quoted in Birmingham News, December 23, 1903. 
^Gadsden Journal, quoted in Birmingham News, December 23, 
19 
The Florence Times exclaimed that "Roosevelt is a thorn in the flesh 
of many prominent members of his party, and not a few of the leaders 
recognize this fact.11 ^ 
As the election of 1901* grew nearer, the outcry against 
Roosevelt became pronounced. Despite this outcry, Roosevelt was 
assured of the Republican nomination because of the death of Mark 
Hanna on February 15, 1901*. Roosevelt also won against the Demo¬ 
cratic party nominee, Judge Alton B. Parker, a conservative who had 
been out of politics for over twenty years by an electoral vote of 
336 to 11*0. He carried every state outside the solid South.^ 
Alabama,nevertheless, supported Parker. Prior to the election of 
November 8, the Birmingham News warned its readers that "This is no 
time for a Democrat to sulk or hang back. If his vote is not needed 
as a factor.... It is needed as a protest against Rcoseveltism. 
Alabama was everything but pleased that Roosevelt had won the elec¬ 
tion with an overwhelming plurality. The New Orleans Times-Democrat 
lamented, "We of the South have an especially strong reason to regret 
Republican victory...."^ Another editorial commented that in spite 
of his election, "Roosevelt has shown too well that he is incapable 
of rising to the broad and patriotic recognition of his duty as 
^Florence Times, quoted in Birmingham News, December 23, 1903. 
^Pringle, op.cit., p.3U9- 
k8Ibid., p.356. 
^Birmingham News, November 6, 1901*. 
5QNew Orleans Times-Democrat, quoted in Birmingham News, 
November 9, 1901*. 
20 
President of the entire country.Yet, the Birmingham News admit¬ 
ted that, "While the results are not satisfactory or pleasing to the 
cjo 
South, the country has prospered under McKinley and Roosevelt. 
The Selma Times agreed that the Roosevelt administration "has achieved 
much, whether he is entitled to full credit for them or not, he gets 
53 
the credit." Although Roosevelt was favored by most of his country¬ 
men as President of the United States, Alabama did not forgive him 
for meddling in Southern traditional race relations. 
As one can see, Roosevelt was President with the South as a 
hostile camp. Immediately Roosevelt announced that he would not seek 
office again and, with this statement, implied what his future move 
concerning the Negro would encompass. With the election won, he had 
no need for Negro support; he now began to change his policy toward 
Negroes. Why alienate the South with the pro-Negro policy, when both 
sections can be gracefully united under an anti-Negro policy or an 
indifferent Negro policy. Thus, Roosevelt decided to become the 
President of the whole white race North and South by ignoring the 
Negro when possible and by letting the South maintain its stable order 
of white supremacy. 
^Gadsden Journal, quoted in Birmingham News, November 9, 1901*. 
-^Birmingham News, November 10, 190i|.. 
53selma Times, quoted in Birmingham News, November 11, 190U 
CHAPTER III 
THE BROWNSVILLE INCIDENT 
After Roosevelt's inauguration, he took a trip southward 
and spread his spirit of moderation. He praised the gray as well 
as the blue.-'- Did not the South know about his mother's Southern 
birth? He informed them of this fact, possibly hoping Southerners 
would associate his beloved mother with their city. He praised Robert 
£. Lee and presented flowers to Stonewall Jackson's widow during his 
2 
extensive goodwill tour. Negroes began to have misgivings about 
Roosevelt's changing attitude. However, the event which crystalized 
anti-Roosevelt sentiment among Negroes was his handling of the 
Brownsville case. This incident marked the outward change Roosevelt 
took toward the Negro in public life. 
The Brownsville incident occurred on the night of August 13, 
1906,in Brownsville, Texas, when a group of Negro soldiers from nearby 
Fort Brown allegedly killed a white bartender and wounded a policeman 
in a wild midnight raid on the town.3 But it was never proven that 
•'•New York Times, August 5-9, 1905. 
2Spencer, op.cit., pp.168-69. 
^Emma Lou Thornbrough, "The Brownsville Episode and the Negro 




the Negro soldiers had anything to do with the incident. 
Because of previous incidents between the white population 
and Negro troops, Major C. W. Penrose, the commander of the fort, 
took the precaution of restricting his men to their quarters at 
night. Hearing that his men were accused of this crime, Major 
Penrose protested that his men were all present except two on leave.^ 
Dr. Fred J. Combe, Mayor of the town, brought reports of scores of eye¬ 
witnesses and actual shells to prove that the Negroes had fired on 
the town.^ After hearing the evidence, Penrose forwarded a report 
to Washington stating that some of his men must be guilty of the 
6 
crime. 
From Washington, Major Augustus P. Blocksom of the Inspector 
General's Department, went to Brownsville. He heard that there was 
prejudice against the Negro troops. However, from investigation, he 
concluded that the raiders were Negro soldiers. He believed that 
the raid was premeditated and that the troops had entered into a con¬ 
spiracy of silence to protect the men who had actually done the 
shooting.? He recommended to Roosevelt that the guilty be punished 
along with the innocent.6 
^Pringle, op.cit., p.i£9. 
5Ibid., p.U60. 
6Ibid. 
?Henry Harbaugh, Power and Responsibility (New York: Farrar 
Straus, Cudahy, 1961), pp.303-0U. 
8Ibid., p.30l*. 
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At this point, the reaction of the Alabama press was 
vehement. The Birmingham News said "If President Roosevelt wants to 
do a sensible and at the same time agreeable thing to the Southern 
people, he might remove those negro troops from Brownsville, Texas. 
The Huntsville Times asserted, "they have gotten themselves in hard 
reputable reprehensible conduct, and the people of Brownsville wants 
them removed. By removing them, the citizens of Texas can have 
peace.The Blocksom report was also placed on the front page of 
the Birmingham News; emphasis was placed on his condemnation of the 
Negro troops and the recommendation for their removal.^ The 
journal agreed with "President Roosevelt pushing the investigation of 
the Brownsville incident. He intends to ... punish all the soldiers 
12 
implicated in the unlawful acts." The Clayton Record believed 
that "the attitude of the people of Brownsville toward the rowdy negro 
troops cannot be charged to Southern race feeling. The citizens 
would no doubt have resisted the criminal conduct of the offenders 
whether the town was made up of Northern or Southern people. The 
disorderly negroes must be punished."13 
Another investigation followed. Brigadier-General Brnest 
A. Garlington, Inspector-General of the Army,informed the troops that 
^Birmingham News, August 18, 1906. 
IQHuntsville Times, quoted in Birmingham News, August 18, 1906. 
-^Birmingham News, August 29, 1906. 
-^Birmingham News, August 17» 1906. 
Clayton Record, quoted in Birmingham News, September 10, 1906. 
2h 
President Roosevelt would dismiss the whole battalion if the guilty 
ones were not found. Garlington's report differed from the Blocksom 
report in that he stated that there was no evidence of a general 
understanding among the Negro troops.^ President Roosevelt did not 
act on the investigation until November 5» 1906. He instructed 
Secretary of War William Howard Taft to carry out the recommendation 
to dismiss the Negro battalion involved.1'* These troops were dis¬ 
charged without honor and were forever barred from reenlistment. 
Of the 160 or more soldiers, several were near retirement and six had 
won the coveted Medal of Honor in campaigns against the Indians and 
in the Filipino insurrection.1^ 
The South was very pleased with Roosevelt's decision to 
dismiss the Negro troops. An editorial entitled "His Position 
Unassailable" in the Birmingham News stated, "The special message to 
the senate of President Roosevelt relating to the discharge of three 
companies of the twenty-fifth infantry, U.S.A. ... is an interesting 
and able document. The position taken by the President for having 
discharged all of the soldiers of the three negro companies is un¬ 
assailable."1^ According to the Mobile Item, "The message breathes 
the spirit of fairness and courage. It reads as if it were based upon 
a thorough consciousness in the writer of having done what he knew 
^Pringle, op.cit., p.U60. 
l^Harbaugh, Power and Responsibility, p.dOii. 
l6Ibid. 
17Birmingham News, December 19, 1906 
25 
■j» Q 
was right.” "The President's message," happily noted the Heflin 
News Era, "on the Brownsville incident has the earmarks of the writer 
having been simply de-e-lighted 
While the South was quite pleased with Roosevelt's decision, 
Senator Joseph B. Foraker of Ohio placed the Brownsville incident in 
the spotlight. He believed and set out to prove that Roosevelt had 
acted impulsively concerning the incident. In his report, Foraker 
proved that there were only eight eyewitnesses. He also impugned 
the testimony of those who stated that they had seen the soldiers in 
the raid. He also asserted that the shells found in the street could 
have been stolen from the Company's barracks; that there was enough 
proof to believe that the people of Brownsville could have been 
on 
responsible for the raid. u It was a known fact that they disliked 
the presence of the Negro troops. Roosevelt, quite disgusted with 
Foraker, spent £L5,000 in government funds to prove that he was justi¬ 
fied in his actions.21 Later, he conceded that maybe some of the 
troops might be innocent. If they were found to be so, they could 
be reinstated by the War Department. 'When Roosevelt left office 
only a few of the troops had been reinstated.22 
Alabama was very critical of Foraker's activities. "In 
^•%obile Item, quoted in Birmingham News, December 19, 1906. 
IftHeflin News Era, quoted in Birmingham News, December 19, 1906. 
PO 
Pringle, op.cit., pp.U6l-6ij. 
22ibid 
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regard to that Brownsville incident," declared the Birmingham News, 
"Senator Foraker appears to be engaged in pernicious activity for 
nomination purposes only." Further, the newspaper stated "He will 
never become President."23 The South was convinced that Roosevelt 
acted correctly and that Foraker was only trying to agitate his way 
into the Presidency. 
After the Brownsville incident, Roosevelt also made another 
move that impressed the South. In his message to Congress in 
December, 1906, on the race issue, Roosevelt condemned whites for 
lynching and said that it caused moral deterioration of the race. 
However, he blasted Negroes "for the grave and evil fact that they 
too often band together to shelter their own criminals. This 
action," he said, "had an undoubted effect in helping to precipitate 
the hideous acts of lynching."2U 
The South interpreted the message to be a warning to the 
Negro. "If the honest, well behaved negroes follow the President's 
advice and do their duty in helping to punish the criminal element 
in their race," commented the Mobile Register, "they will be as well 
protected in their lives and property rights as the whites in the 
26 South." "As a matter of fact," the Gadsden Journal agreed, "the 
President gave the negroes as sound advice as they ever received as 
to how they could help abolish lynching, and if they ignored this 
^Birmingham News, December 29, 1906. 
2^Hart, op.cit., XVI, U12-1U. 
1906. 
2^Mobile Register, quoted in Birmingham News, December 18, 
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advice they will largely contribute to their own degradation and 
26 
ultimate ruin." Thus Alabamians seemed to have been pleased with 
the President's message. Seemingly Roosevelt's goodwill tour through 
the South, his handling of the Brownsville incident, and his message 
to Congress on the race issue would have placed him in good standing 
with his fellow Southerners. However, this was not the case. 
Roosevelt had decided he would not run in the 1908 election and 
chose William Howard Taft, his Secretary of War, as his successor. 
The Democratic candidate was William Jennings Bryan, a two-time 
loser. The South blasted Taft and Roosevelt and supported Bryan. 
The Birmingham News asserted, "If Mr. Taft hopes to break the 
solid south one can easily understand where he gets that bland smile 
...just wait until the returns are in from the south and see that 
smile fade away." 1 Roosevelt was criticized for supporting Taft 
in the campaign. "He continues to lower the dignity of the 'White 
House by his distinctly harmful action in the campaign....The presi¬ 
dent is fifty but he will feel like sixty the night of November 3."^® 
The Walker County News believed that "The south is as solid as it 
ever was in national politics, and will return a solid democratic vote 
in November."2^ The Montgomery Times declared, "Taft has temporarily 
2^Gadsden Journal, quoted in Birmingham News, December 19, 1906. 
27Birmingham News, October 7, 1908. 
28ibid., October 31, November U, 1908. 
1908. 
29Walker County News, quoted in Birmingham News, October 10, 
28 
recovered his voice but he'll be speechless with astonishment when 
the Bryan vote rolls in."^ The South was very optimistic about 
defeating Roosevelt's candidate Taft. 
In spite of Alabama's high hopes, Roosevelt's candidate won 
the election without the votes of the South, and the Republican party 
was in for another four years. Alabama was sickened. The Montgomery 
Times lamented, "We of the south are used to the custom of writing 
obituaries the day after the national election...we are in hard luck 
31 
again." The Gadsden Journal solemnly stated, "The election is 
over. The results must be accepted philosophically at least. 
That's all there is to it."32 The Walker County Mews ruefully as¬ 
serted, "Come to think of it now, we have been living under a republican 
administration for some time and we will get along all right under 
33 
another." The Birmingham News remarked, "It looks as if speaker 
Cannon and the rest of the exclusive bunch that has been running the 
house to suit themselves will resume business at the old stand."3^ 
The Mobile Item voiced a bit of hope by stating, "We should all accept 
the results and get down to sober thoughts and resolve to make the 
35 
United States grander and greater." 
3QMontgomery Times, quoted in Birmingham News, November 8,1908. 
3-^Ibid., November 9, 1908. 
^Gadsden Journal, quoted in Birmingham News, November 9, 1908. 
33 
Walker County News, quoted in Birmingham News, November 11, 1908. 
3^Birmingham News, November 11, 1908. 
35Mobile Item, quoted in Birmingham News, November U, 1908 
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Despite all of Roosevelt's conciliatory moves, the South 
proved that it was not one to forgive and forget. Roosevelt did 
not reap the harvest he had anticipated. 
CONCLUSION 
By using the Birmingham News as the main source of study of 
Alabama's reaction to Theodore Roosevelt's Negro policy, one can see 
that Alabamians were outraged with Roosevelt's association with 
Negroes. They could not respect a President who at times appeared 
to be fighting for Negro equality. 
It has also been shown that Roosevelt followed a Negro policy 
that was beneficial to his political career. He definitely did not 
care for the masses of Negroes. From 1901 to 190R, Roosevelt tried 
to please Negroes by making minor appointments and endeavoring to 
keep them in the Republican party in the South. After having gained 
the Negro delegation votes in the Republican Convention, Roosevelt felt 
that they were of no significant use to his political career. There¬ 
fore, Roosevelt sought desperately after 190U, to gain favor with the 
South. He toured the South praising their leaders and heritage. 
He also debased the Negro and advised him to accept the position as¬ 
signed to him by white Southerners. With the "Brownsville Incident," 
Roosevelt went out of his way to prove to Southerners that he had no 
love for the Negro race. 
As the writer has forestated, in spite of Roosevelt's efforts, 
Alabamians could not forget his previous meddling in Southern race 
relations. Alabama's reaction to Roosevelt's policy toward Negroes 
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